
April 7, 2015 
  
2015 Legislative Update/TRACKER REPORT # 05 
  
This is a supplemental report and update to the report I filed with the Board last week on March 
30th.  The Legislature returned to their work today following a ten day Easter break.  They now have 
about seven weeks (until May 18th) to complete this Session.  As I reported last week, attention will 
now turn to mostly fiscal concerns as the leadership of each party prepares their expenditure budget 
recommendations for the next two years and also their priorities on how they would raise income to 
balance their budget.  There are now three budget proposals, one from the Governor, one from the 
Senate controlled by the DFL and one from the House, controlled by the Republicans.  Some way, 
some how, they need to find a way to reach a compromise to agree on expenditures and income, 
in order to pass a budget prior to adjournment. 
  
Very few bills have passed so far this year, with the only one related to Public Safety/Corrections 
being HF 008, a bill to update child protection provisions and which was signed by the Governor on 
3/17/15.  There is now a scattering of bills on the General Register in both chambers, which means 
they can be placed on the Calendar of the Day for floor consideration.  This will happen only with the 
approval of the Speaker of the House and the President of the Senate.  We never know from day to 
day which bills may be placed on the calendar for consideration, so it's a waiting game.  Almost all 
of the bills we have reported on previously this Session that have received hearings in Committee 
have been laid on the table following the hearing for possible inclusion in a Committee Omnibus 
bill.  The leadership of both the House and Senate will determine what gets included in their Omnibus 
bill, so we know the House and Senate bills will differ considerably and if approved by their body, will 
need to be sent to a Conference Committee to reach a consensus on the final language.  I 
understand that this year the leadership intends to include both policy and fiscal matters in the same 
Committee Omnibus bill.  The bills that have fiscal impact, will need to be included in the overall 
Committee expenditure budget as well so you can see the need for a lot of coordination here.  The 
DFL is willing to increase spending on needs this year, particularly with a budget surplus, but the 
Republicans are being very conservative about new spending in any area, and in fact, are asking 
Committee chairs to look for areas where expenditures can be reduced.  That quite simply, is the 
obstacle to an orderly adjournment of the current Session. Time will tell! 
  
We had three priorities for this Session from our legislative agenda, the voting restoration bill, the 
juvenile justice provisions that would address juvenile life without parole, and some changes to the 
current drug language.  So far, they have all been victims of politics. 
 
SF 355/HF 342:  This is the Voting Restoration Bill.  The Senate has acted very positively toward this 
provision in Senate hearings, but the House has not been willing to give the bill a hearing.  There is still 
hope that something may be included in an Omnibus bill.  If not, the bill still remains active for 
consideration next year. 
  
SF 994/ HF 1069   is the Juvenile Justice bill addressing use of restraints, juvenile diversion  and the 
juvenile life without parole provision.  This bill also includes an appropriation of $ 2.5 million for each 
year of the biennium.  This bill also received a favorable recommendation from the Senate, but we 
have been unable to get a committee hearing in the House.  The potential lies here too, for possible 
inclusion in the Omnibus bill. 
  
SF 773/  HF 994 , and SF  1382  were bills addressing Drug sentencing provisions.  This bills did not clear 
Committee action prior to the deadlines and are considered "dead" for this year.  They do remain as 
active bills however, and could be revived for consideration in the next Session. 
  
This week the House Public Safety Committee has a full schedule of bills to be considered on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. These bills could well be laid on the table for possible inclusion in 



the Omnibus bill.  They include; HF  743  Scott County appropriation for probation and workload 
reduction grant funding. 

HF 503  Child advocacy centers for abuse victims grant program. 
HF  2044  Community Corrections aid formula base funding amounts modified. 
HF  1126  Duluth community reentry program funding. 
HF  1215  Domestic violence victim services funding. 
HF  1500 Crime victim support grants.   
HF  1088  Crimes committed in a patient care zone penalties increased. 
HF  1776  Violent Crime Coordinating Council and multijurisdictional investigations expanded 
to include combating sex trafficking crimes. 
HF  1056  L.E. grant program to develop lifesaver programs for mentally impaired. 

  
The Senate Judiciary Budget Division will also address a number of bills.  The Chair has already 
announced that all these bills will be laid over for possible inclusion in the Judiciary Budget Omnibus 
bill: 

SF 184  Youth Intervention Programs appropriation. 
SF 210  Crime and suicide victims family support grants. 
SF 512  Child Advocacy centers grant program. 
SF 1340  Domestic violence victim grant appropriation. 
SF 1590 Juvenile detention alternatives grant appropriation. 
SF  332  Crime victim services grants appropriation. 
SF  1123  Lifesaver Grant for mentally impaired. 
SF  1134  Community supervision funding formula divide between county and corrections 
department established. 
SF  823  Scott County probation caseload and workload reduction grant. 
SF  540  Sherburne County community supervision grant authorization. 
SF  1831   Community Corrections aid formula base funding amount modification. 
SF  1622  DOC additional correctional workers appropriation. 

  
Please note the above is a summary of bills on the agenda and is not all inclusive. 
  
Here is a partial list of bills that have had Committee hearings and have also been held for possible 
inclusion in the Committee's omnibus bill: 

HF  236/ SF 100  Investigational drug, biological  product, for use by eligible patients. 
HF 291/SF 610  Implied consent proceedings provided a necessity defense. 
HF  305/SF 328  Recognized the North Dakota permit to carry as valid in Minnesota. 
HF  456/SF 384  Vehicle forfeiture actions altered in DWI cases under certain conditions. 
HF 969/SF 1244  Offenders placed on ISR required to be immediately placed on electronic 
monitoring. 
HF 1085/SF 986  Careless driving resulting in death or great bodily harm penalties 
enhanced. 
HF 1550/ SF 1073  Ignition interlock for repeat DWI offenders with requirements amended. 
HF 1718/SF 1478  Repeals Interstate Compact for Juveniles. 
 

Other active bills may come up yet this Session on the floor of both chambers, and we will report on 
them as they are acted upon.  Again, this is a summary and not intended to be all-inclusive of 
legislative activity. 
  
Please contact me if you have any questions or would like further information.  Thanks for your 
support! 
  
Calvin Saari 
Legislative Liaison 
Minnesota Corrections Association  
sisuwithsaari@aol.com 


